Statement of GEC Rationale for Political Science 541: Political Development
Political Science 541, “Political Development,” is proposed for the Social Sciences Human, Natural, and Economic Resources rubric and for the Diversity, International Issues [Non-Western or Global] rubric.

The course offers students general knowledge of comparative political economy in the developing world.  This is one of the fundamental subfields of comparative politics, which is a major field of political science.  The course presents students with current research that attempts to answer such questions as:

What are the merits or dangers of international economic integration?

What is the proper role of the state in the process of economic development?

How does a counrty’s human, natural, and economic resources affect its political system?

What is the relationship among free markets, democratic politics, political corruption, and human and labor rights? 
How have different states, with different forms of government, in different cultures, negotiated these issues?
What can be learned from recent “successful” cases of development?

Are these lessons useful in an increasingly globalized world?

The required readings and lectures provide detailed instruction on two periods of international economic development, the long post-war boom from 1945 until the debt crisis of the 1980s, and the more recent period of international globalization.  It examines the East Asian development of Taiwan and Korea, and compares these “miracles” with limited successes and failures in Latin America, India, Ireland, and East Africa.  

In addition to lectures and readings, students are responsible for two essay exams as well as a short analytical essay.  Students are required in the exams to take and defend a position on issues covered in class in order to demonstrate their knowledge of the substance of the course.  In this manner, students gain experience in expressing and defending their written arguments.
